Application No. 10/085,333 
Amendment dated August 22, 2003 
Reply to Office Action of May. 22, 2003 


Amendment to the Claims: 

m This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 


c A Claim 1 (canceled) 

Clarm 2 (currently amended): The column of Claim 1, A column for providing a vertical support 
to a buikling, the column comprising: 

X a concrete foundation column for planting in an area of earth, a proximal end of 
said foundation CQlumn protruding from said earth when said concrete foundation column is 
planted therein; and 



a wood commn, said wood column secured to said proximal end of said concrete 
foundation column, said woo^Xolumn substantially vertically oriented wherein said foundation 
column includes a substantially transverse anchor pin sleeve secured to and positioned adjacent 
to a distal end of said foundation columhv said anchor pin sleeve comprising a tubular member 
having opposite ends allowing access to a ho^ow interior thereof. 

Claim 3 (original): The column of Claim 2, further apprising: 

a anchor pin positioned in said hollow interior of said anchor pin sleeve, said anchor pin 
having opposing ends, at least one of said opposing ends compH^ing a protruding end protruding 
from said anchor pin sleeve. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The column of Claim [1] 2, wherein said fouh^ation column 
comprises a precast concrete column. 
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Claim 5 (currently amended): The column of Claim [1] 2, wherein said foundation column 
includes at least one reinforcing bar therein. 

Claim 6 (currently amenaed): The column of Claim [1] 2, wherein said foundation column 
includes at least one U-shaped reinforcing bar therein. 

Claim 7 (currently amended) V The column of Claim [1] 2, wherein said foundation column 
includes four reinforcing bars, !said reinforcing bars substantially evenly spaced about a 
longitudinal axis of said foundation column. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): Th e qplumn of Claim 5, A column for providing a vertical supp ort 
to a building, the column comprising\ 

a concrete foundation column for planting in an area of earth, a proximal end of said 
foundation column protruding from said earth when said concrete foundation column is planted 
therein; and \ 

a wood column, said wood column secured to said proximal end of said concrete 
foundation column, said wood column substantially vertically oriented, wherein said foundation 
column includes at least one reinforcing bar therein, wherein a proximal end of said reinforcing 
bar is affixed to a column bracket, said column bracket positioned adjacent a proximal end of a 
concrete column body of said foundation column, said column bracket comprising a base and a 
pair of depending arms extending from said base, saichbase positioned adjacent said proximal 
end of said concrete column body of said foundation column, said arms extending proximally 
from said proximal end of said concrete column body, saicl wood column positioned intermediate 
said arms, said wood column secured to said foundation columns via said column bracket. 
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Claim 9 (currently amended): The column of Claim 6, A column for providing a vertical support 
to a building, the column comprising: 

a coWrete foundation column for planting in an area of earth, a proximal end of said 
foundation column protruding from said earth when said concrete foundation column is planted 
therein; and \ 

a wood cblumn, said wood column secured to said proximal end of said concrete 
foundation column, said wood column substantially vertically oriented, wherein said foundation 
column includes at Peast one U-shaped reinforcing bar therein, wherein said U-shaped 
reinforcing bar has a pair of ends, said pair of ends affixed to a column bracket, said column 
bracket positioned adjacent a proximal end of a concrete column body of said foundation 
column, said column bracket comprising a base and a pair of depending arms extending from 
said base, said base positioned adjacent said proximal end of said concrete column body of said 
foundation column, said arms, extending proximally from said proximal end of said concrete 
column body, said wood column positioned intermediate said arms, said wood column secured to 
said foundation columns via said\column bracket. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The crolumn of Claim 7, A column for providing a vertical 
su pport to a building, the column comprising: 

a concrete foundation column fonplanting in an area of earth, a proximal end of said 
foundation column protruding from said earth when said concrete foundation column is planted 
therein; and \ 

a wood column, said wood column secVed to said proximal end of said concrete 
foundation column, said wood column substantially vertically oriented, wherein said foundation 
column includes four reinforcing bars, said reinforcing bars substantially evenly spaced about a 
longitudinal axis of said foundation column, wherein \ proximal end of each said reinforcing bar 
is affixed to a column bracket, said column bracket positioned adjacent a proximal end of a 
concrete column body of said foundation column, said column bracket comprising a base and a 
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pair of defending arms extending from said base, said base positioned adjacent said proximal 
end of said concrete column body of said foundation column, said arms extending proximally 
from said proximal end of said concrete column body, said wood column positioned intermediate 
said arms, said vvood column secured to said foundation columns via said column bracket, said 
foundation column, having a plurality of reinforcing bar spacers, each said reinforcing bar spacer 
affixed to an adjacent pair of reinforcing bars, said reinforcing bar spacers affixed to a 
substantially distal eno\of said reinforcing bars. 

Claim 11 (currently amended): The post frame building of Claim 1, A column for providing a 
vertical support to a building,\he column comprising: 

a concrete foundation cohumn for planting in an area of earth, a proximal end of said 
foundation column protruding from said earth when said concrete foundation column is planted 
therein; and \ 

a wood column, said wood column secured to said proximal end of said concrete 
foundation column, said wood column substantially vertically oriented, wherein said foundation 
column includes a column bracket, said column bracket positioned adjacent a proximal end of a 
concrete column body of said foundation column, said column bracket comprising a base and a 
pair of depending arms extending from said base,\aid base positioned adjacent said proximal 
end of said concrete column body of said foundation\column, said arms extending proximally 
from said proximal end of said concrete column body,\aid wood column positioned intermediate 
said arms, said wood column secured to said foundation columns via said column bracket. 


Claims 12 - 16 (cancelled) 
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Claim 17 (currently amended): Th e post fram e building of Claim 16, A post-frame building, 
comprising: 

a plurality of concrete\foundation columns, each said foundation column planted in an 
area of earth, a proximal end o^ each said concrete foundation column protruding from said 
earth; 

a plurality of wood colurrins, said columns secured to said proximal ends of said concrete 
foundation columns; and 

a roofing member attached t6 said columns, said roofing member defining an exterior 
roof of the building, said roofing member substantially entirely covering a foot print of the 
building: 

a concrete pad, wherein a distal 6nd of /said foundation column is planted in said area of 
earth and positioned atop and adjacent to aaid/concrete pad, wherein said foundation column 
includes a substantially transverse anchor p\n sleeve secured to and positioned adjacent to said 
distal end of said foundation column, said anchor pin sleeve comprising a tubular member 
having opposite ends allowing access to a hollt^v interioi\{hereof, said post-frame building 
further comprising: 

an anchor pin positioned in skiti hoMow interio ] 
anchor pin having opposing ends, at least on^ of saiq opposir 
protruding from said anchor pin sleeve. 


of said anchor pin sleeve, said 
ends comprising a protruding end 


Claim 18 (original): The post-frame buildin^efClaim 17, further comprising: 

a concrete collar surrounding a portion of said foundation column, said protruding end of 
said anchor pin positioned in said concrete collar, said concrete collar positioned adjacent said 
concrete pad. 


Claim 19 (currently amended): The post-frame building of Claim 4^ 17, wherein each said 
foundation column comprises a precast concrete column. 
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Claim 20 (original): The post-frame building of Claim 19, wherein each said foundation column 
contains at least one reinforcing bar therein. 


Claim 21 (original): The post-frame building 


contains at least one U-shaped reinforcing ban therein 

Claim 22 (original): The post-frame building 
contains four reinforcing bars, said reinforcing! 
longitudinal axis of said foundation column. 



of Claim 19, wherein each said foundation column 


, wherein each said foundation column 
ntially evenly spaced about a 


Claim 23 (current^ amended): The post frame building of Claim 20, A post- frame building, 
comprising: 

a plurality of concrete foundation columns, each said foundation column planted in an 
area of earth, a proximal end of each said concrete foundation column protruding from said 
earth; 

a plurality of wood columKs, said columns secured to said proximal ends of said concrete 
foundation columns; and 

a roofing member attached to said columns, said roofing member defining an exterior 
roof of the building, said roofing member substantially entirely covering a foot print of the 
building; 

wherein each said foundation column corftprises a precast concrete column: 
wherein each said foundation column contains at least one reinforcing bar therein; and 
wherein a proximal end of said reinforcing bar is affixe\to a column bracket, said column 
bracket positioned adjacent a proximal end of a concrete ccHumn body of said foundation 
column, said column bracket comprising a base and a pair of appending arms extending from 
said base, said base positioned adjacent said proximal end of saicr$pncrete column body of said 
foundation column, said arms extending proximally from said proximal end of said concrete 
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column body, one of said wood columns positioned intermediate said arms, said wood columns 
secured to said foundation columns via said column bracket. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The post frame building of Claim 21, A post-frame building, 
comprising: \ 

a plurality of concrete foundation columns, each said foundation column planted in an 
area of earth, a proximal end of each said concrete foundation column protruding from said 
earth; \ 

a plurality of wood columns, said columns secured to said proximal ends of said concrete 
foundation columns; and \ 

a roofing member attacheaVto said columns, said roofing member defining an exterior 
roof of the building, said roofing member substantially entirely covering a foot print of the 
building; \ 

wherein each said foundation column comprises a precast concrete column: 

wherein each said foundation column contains at least one U-shaped reinforcing bar 
therein; and wherein said U-shaped reinforcrag bar has a pair of ends, said pair of ends affixed to 
a column bracket, said column bracket positioned adjacent a proximal end of a concrete column 
body of said foundation column, said column bracket comprising a base and a pair of depending 
arms extending from said base, said base positioneei adjacent said proximal end of said concrete 
column body of said foundation column, said arms extending proximally from said proximal end 
of said concrete column body, one of said wood columns positioned intermediate said arms, said 
wood columns secured to said foundation columns via sard column bracket. 
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Claim 25 (currently amended): The post fram e building of Claim 22, A post-frame building, 
comprising: \ 

a plurality of concrete foundation columns, each said foundation column planted in an 
area of earth, a proximal end of each said concrete foundation column protruding from said 
earth; \ 

a plurality of wood columns, said columns secured to said proximal ends of said concrete 
foundation columns; and \ 

a roofing member attached to said columns, said roofing member defining an exterior 
roof of the building, said roofrpg member substantially entirely covering a foot print of the 
building; \ 

wherein each said foundation column comprises a precast concrete column: 

wherein each said foundation column contains four reinforcing bars, said reinforcing bars 
substantially evenly spaced about a longitudinal axis of said foundation column; and 

wherein a proximal end of eacmsaid reinforcing bar is affixed to a column bracket, said 
column bracket positioned adjacent a proximal end of a concrete column body of said foundation 
column, said column bracket comprising a\base and a pair of depending arms extending from 
said base, said base positioned adjacent saidWoximal end of said concrete column body of said 
foundation column, said arms extending proximally from said proximal end of said concrete 
column body, one of said wood columns positioned intermediate said arms, said wood columns 
secured to said foundation columns via said columto bracket, said foundation column having a 
plurality of reinforcing bar spacers, each said reinforcing bar spacer affixed to an adjacent pair of 
reinforcing bars, said reinforcing bar spacers affixed taa substantially distal end of said 
reinforcing bars. \ 
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V*. 



Claim 26 (currently amended): The post frame building of Claim 12, A post-frame building, 
comprising: 

a plurality 6f concrete foundation columns, each said foundation column planted in an 
area of earth, a proximal end of each said concrete foundation column protruding from said 
earth; 

a plurality of wofrd columns, said columns secured to said proximal ends of said concrete 
foundation columns; and 

a roofing member attached to said columns, said roofing member defining an exterior 
roof of the building, said roofing member substantially entirely covering a foot print of the 
building, wherein each said ancnpr post foundation column includes a column bracket, said 
column bracket positioned adjaceik a proximal end of a concrete column body of said foundation 
column, said column bracket comprising a base and a pair of depending arms extending from 
said base, said base positioned adjacen\said proximal end of said concrete column body of said 
foundation column, said arms extending Voximally from said proximal end of said concrete 
column body, one of said wood columns positioned intermediate said arms, said wood columns 
secured to said foundation columns via said column bracket. 


Claim 27 (cancelled) 

Claim 28 (currently amended): Th e method of Clain\27, A method of constructing a post-frame 
building, comprising: 

planting a plurality of concrete foundation columns id the earth about a perimeter of the 


building; 

affixing a wood column to each said foundation co 


substantially vertically oriented when affixed to foundatio; 

constructing the building using the wood columns Ls vertukf supports. 



od column being 
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wherein each said foundation column includes a substantially transverse anchor pin sleeve 
secured to and positioned adjacent to a distal end of said foundation column, said anchor pin 
sleeve comprising a tubular member having opposite ends allowing access to a hollow interior 
thereof, said method further comprising the fallowing steps prior to the step of planting a 
plurality of concrete foundation Columns abput a perimeter of the building: 

providing a plurality of anchor pins/sized to traverse said hollow interior of said anchor 
pin sleeves; 


positioning said anchor pins inxsaid anchor 
ends, at least one of said opposing ends cm m 
pin sleeves; 

forming a plurality of holes in the 
of foundation columns; 

placing a concrete pad in a distal end o 
positioning each said foundation column 
vertically orienting each said foundati 


pouring a concrete collar about a distal end on 
collar encompassing said anchor pin; and 
back-filling each said hole. 



sleeves, said anchor pins having opposing 
itruding end protruding from said anchor 

tccommodating one of said plurality 

hole; 

one of said concrete pads; 
mn; 


said foundation column, said concrete 


Claim 29 (currently amended): The method of Claim 27, A method of constructing a post-frame 
building, comprising: 

planting a plurality of boncrete foundation columns in the earth about a perimeter of the 
building; 

affixing a wood column to each said foundation column, said wood column being 
substantially vertically oriented when affixeckto foundation column; and 
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constructing the building using the wood columns as vertical supports, wherein each said 
foundation column contains at least one reinforcing bar therein. 

Claim 30 (currently amended): The method of Claim 27, A method of constructing a post-frame 
building, comprising: \ 

planting a pluralityW concrete foundation columns in the earth about a perimeter of the 
building; \ 

affixing a wood columnto each said foundation column, said wood column being 

substantially vertically oriented wnen affixed to foundation column; and 

constructing the building using the wood columns as vertical supports, wherein each said 
foundation column contains at least one U-shaped reinforcing bar therein. 

Claim 31 (currently amended): The method of Claim 27, A method of constructing a post-frame 
building, comprising: \ 

planting a plurality of concrete foundation columns in the earth about a perimeter of the 
building; \ 

affixing a wood column to each said foundation column, said wood column being 

substantially vertically oriented when affixed to foundation column; and 

constructing the building using the wood columns as vertical supports, wherein each said 
foundation column contains four reinforcing bars, said rernforcing bars substantially evenly 
spaced about a longitudinal axis of said foundation column\ 
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\ 


Claim 32 (original): The method of Claim 29, wherein a proximal end of said reinforcing bar is 
affixed to a column bracket, said column bracket positioned adjacent a proximal end of a 
concrete column beady of said foundation column, said column bracket comprising a base and a 
pair of depending arms extending from said base, said base positioned adjacent said proximal 
end of said concrete column body of said foundation column, said arms extending proximally 
from said proximal end of said concrete column body, and wherein said step of affixing a wood 
column to each said founaation column comprises the steps of: 

positioning said wood column intermediate said arms; and 

securing said wood column to said foundation columns via said column bracket. 


^Clai 


Claim 33 (original): The method qf Claim 30, wherein said U-shaped reinforcing bar has a pair 
of ends, said pair of ends affixed to a, column bracket, said column bracket positioned adjacent a 
proximal end of a concrete column boqy of said foundation column, said column bracket 
comprising a base and a pair of depending arms extending from said base, said base positioned 
adjacent said proximal end of said concrete column body of said foundation column, said arms 
extending proximally from said proximal encl of said concrete column body, and wherein said 
step of affixing a wood column to each said foundation column comprises the steps of: 
positioning said wood column intermediate said arms; and 
securing said wood column to said foundation columns via said column bracket. 


Claim 34 (currently amended): The column method orClaim 31, wherein a proximal end of 
each said reinforcing bar is affixed to a column bracket, skid column bracket positioned adjacent 
a proximal end of a concrete column body of said foundation column, said column bracket 
comprising a base and a pair of depending arms extending from said base, said base positioned 
adjacent said proximal end of said concrete column body of saidfoundation column, said arms 
extending proximally from said proximal end of said concrete column body, said foundation 
column having a plurality of reinforcing bar spacers, each said reinforcing bar spacer affixed to 
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\ 

an adjacent pair oft reinforcing bars, said reinforcing bar spacers affixed to a substantially distal 
end of said reinforcing bars, and wherein said step of affixing a wood column to each said 
foundation column conu)rises the steps of: 

positioning said w>od column intermediate said arms; and 

securing said wood \olumn to said foundation columns via said column bracket. 

Claim 35 (currently amended): xhe po s t frame building of Claim 27, A method of constructing 
a post-frame building, comprising:\ 

planting a plurality of concrete\foundation columns in the earth about a perimeter of the 
building; \ 

affixing a wood column to each saiayfoundation column, said wood column being 
substantially vertically oriented when affixed foundation column; and 

constructing the building using the wood qolumns as vertical supports, wherein said 
foundation column includes a column bracket, said column bracket positioned adjacent a 
proximal end of a concrete column body of said foundation column, said column bracket 
comprising a base and a pair of depending arms extendingvfrom said base, said base positioned 
adjacent said proximal end of said concrete column body of s^id foundation column, said arms 
extending proximally from said proximal end of said concrete column body, and wherein said 
step of affixing a wood column to each said foundation column comprises the steps of: 

positioning said wood column intermediate said arms; and \ 

securing said wood column to said foundation columns via said column bracket. 
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